INTRODUCTION
Psychosocial conditions, such as housing animals alone or in groups (differential housing), influence many aspects of neurophysiology and behavior. For example, differential housing influences behavior in a novel environment (Valzelli, 1973; Gentsch, Lichentsteiner, Kraeuchi, & Feer, 1982) , mediates aggressive propensity (Hodge & Butcher, 1975; Valzelli & Bernasconi, 1979; Tizabi, Massari, & Jacobowitz, 1980) , changes electroencephalograms (Ehlers, Kaneko, Owens, & Nemeroff, 1993) , influences hormone secretion patterns (Sayegh, Kobor, Lajtha, & Vadasz, 1990; Baldwin, Wilcox, & Baylosis, 1994) , alters copulatory behavior patterns (deCatanzaro & Gorzalka, 1979) , and moderates the sensitivity of animals to psychoactive drugs (Wilmot, Fico, Vanderwende, & Spoerlein, 1989; Jones, Hernandez, Kendall, Marsden, & Robbins, 1992; Morse, Erwin, & Jones, 1993) . These and other effects of differential housing are presumably a consequence of alterations in the neurochemistry of the hypothalamus (Gambardella, Greco, Sticchi, Bellotti, & DiRenzo, 1994; Greco, Gambardella, Sticcho, D'Aponte, & de Franciscis, 1992) , hippocampus (Oehler, Jahkel, & Schmidt, 1987; Miachon, Rochet, Mathian, Barbagli, & Claustrat, 1993) , locus coeruleus (Angulo, Printz, Ledoux, & McEwen, 1991) , and cortex (Crespi, Wright, & Mobious, 1992; Jones et al., 1992; Miachon et al., 1993) , as well as other areas of the central nervous system (Cordoba, Yusta, & Munoz-Blanco, 1984; Oehler et al., 1987; Miachon et al., 1993; Angulo et al., 1991; Brodin, Rosen, Schott, & Brodin, 1994) .
Differential housing of laboratory animals also influences cellular and humoral immunity (Rabin, Lyte, Epstein, & Caggiula, 1987; Bohus & Koolhaas, 1991; Sheridan, Dobbs, Brown, & Zwilling, 1994) . The consequences of differential housing are
